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KP govt to pardon officials accused  
of poll rigging: CM’s aide

Brig (retd) Abbasi opposes amendments to NAB law as PMLN, PPP specific 
By Mushtaq Yusufzai  

PESHAWAR: After months 
of hue and cry, the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) govern-
ment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has decided to pardon all the 
government officials by citing 
“Makkah Model” who were 
allegedly involved in rigging 
the February 8, 2024 general 
election. 

The revelation came from 
Brig (retd) Mohammad Mus-
sadiq Abbasi, special assis-
tant to the chief minister on 
anti-corruption and establish-
ment. 

Speaking at a news con-
ference here Wednesday, he 
said the PTI leadership had 
approved an amnesty for 
all those officials who were 
involved in rigging the Feb-
ruary election, and pardoned 
them through the “Makkah 
Model.” 

Following the election, 
the PTI leadership had 
accused certain government 

and police officials of being 
involved in the rigging and 
vowed to bring them to jus-
tice. 

The PTI leaders had 
staged several protest demon-
strations in Peshawar against 
the government and police 
officials after holding them 
responsible for the losses of 
the party leaders, including 
Taimur Saleem Jhagra, Kam-
ran Khan Bangash, Moham-
mad Aasim, Arbab Jehandad 
Khan, Mehmood Jan and 
Hamidul Haq Khan, etc. 

 After sweeping the elec-
tion, the PTI leaders decided 
to get those officials tried by 
the courts. 

However, the government 
could not transfer a single 
officer due to unknown rea-
sons.  

Special Assistant to the 
Chief Minister on Information 
and Public Relations Barris-
ter Mohammad Ali Saif, when 
reached, didn’t comment on 
Brig (retd) Abbasi’s remarks. 

Taimur Jhagra was quite 
active in his campaign against 
those government officials 
and had warned of legal 
action against them but he too 
avoided comments. 

Brig (retd) Abbasi, who 
was recently added to the 
cabinet as special assistant to 
the chief minister for anti-cor-
ruption, had, called journal-
ists to express his views over 
amendments to the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
law.  He had served the NAB 
for a long time and handled 
several alleged corruption 
scandals. 

He asked the federal gov-
ernment to disband NAB and 
send over 8,000 employees 
home as, according to him, 
the anti-corruption watchdog 
would be rendered irrelevant 
after these amendments. 

“These amendments have 
been tailored to remove the 
mega corruption cases of 
certain politicians, partic-
ularly the Sharif brothers 

and their party leaders. The 
amendments will result in an 
annual loss of Rs150 billion to 
the exchequer,” claimed Brig 
(retd) Abbasi. 

 After the amendments, 
he believed, corruption cases 
worth Rs1100 billion would 
be washed out, most of them 
filed against the ruling Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PMLN) leaders. 

He spoke about sec-
tions of the NAB law and its 
amendments, claiming the 
changes would help promote 
corruption in the government 
sector. 

 “No action will be taken 
against any bureaucrat if 
there are no assets in his 
name. Also, no government 
official will be investigated if 
less than 100 people lodged 
complaints against him about 
any fraudulent activity,” he 
added. 

He alleged that this partic-
ular amendment was made to 
facilitate Khwaja Saad Rafiq 

of the PMLN. Also, he said a 
case would become irrelevant 
if NAB did not frame charges 
against the accused in six 
months. 

“People involved in 
white-collar crimes are well 
connected and they know 
how to delay the investigation 
of cases against them,” he felt. 

The special assistant 
said after the amendments, 
anyone would be able to do 
corruption of up to Rs500 
million, and nobody would 
bother him. 

Brig (retd) Abbasi claimed 
that anti-money laundering 
cases had been removed from 
NAB’s jurisdiction to protect 
the ruling politicians. 

 He said these amend-
ments would have a serious 
impact on the high-profile 
corruption cases of prom-
inent politicians, including 
the Sharif family, President 
Asif Ali Zardari family, former 
prime minister Raja Pervez 
Ashraf, PMLN leader and 

federal minister Ahsan Iqbal, 
erstwhile prime minister Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi and sev-
eral other political figures. 

Br ig  (retd)  Abbasi 
defended NAB during the PTI 
government and didn’t agree 
with reports that all the gov-
ernments had used it against 
political opponents. 

He claimed that during 
the PTI government, they had 
recovered Rs480 billion in 
three years through the NAB, 
approximately Rs160 billion a 
year. 

When asked about the 
mega corruption scandals 
of the PTI leaders in KP and 
how NAB was forced to stop 
investigations of those cases, 
Brig (retd) Abbasi said the 
investigations were stopped 
by the courts.  

 He said that the require-
ment to disclose sources of 
income under Section 14 
had been abolished, impact-
ing cases like Surrey Mahal, 
Avenfield and Panama.

NAB  
takes action 
against sugar 

dealer 
By Sher Ali Khalti

LAHORE:  A  Nat iona l 
Accountabi l i ty  Bureau 
(NAB) team has raided and 
sealed the warehouses and 
shops of a sugar dealer in 
Sadiqabad. 

The  act ion  fo l lows 
an investigation into a 
scandal  involv ing  the 
dealer, who failed to pay  
billions of rupees to local 
businessmen after purchas-
ing sugar.

The  main  accused , 
Sheikh Rashid, along with 
co-accused Kashif Ali and 
Faisal Ali, are being pro-
ceeded against under the 
law. 

The assistant commis-
sioner concerned has been 
appointed the receiver of 
the frozen properties of the 
accused.

The NAB has urged all 
victims of this fraud to 
remain calm and submit 
their claims immediately to 
the bureau for processing.

Sherry elected chair of Senate 
panel on climate change

Irfan Siddiqui elected as chairman of Senate foreign affairs committee
By Asim Yasin  

ISLAMABAD: Senator Sherry 
Rehman was unanimously 
elected as the chairperson 
of the Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Climate Change on 
Wednesday. 

Her nomination by Sen-
ator Qurratulain Marri was 
seconded by Senator Agha 
Shahzaib Durrani. In her 
acceptance speech, Senator 
Sherry Rehman expressed 
gratitude to her colleagues for 
their support and confidence 
in her leadership. 

As the new chair, Sherry 
Rehman emphasised the 
urgency of addressing climate 
change, highlighting the crit-
ical position Pakistan holds 
in this global challenge. “I 
have chosen this committee 
because it is very close to my 
heart. Pakistan is at the fore-

front of the climate change 
crisis, and our goal is to raise 
climate issues,” she said. 

“We are committed to 
ensuring that Pakistan’s cli-
mate policies are not only 
comprehensive but also 
effectively implemented,” she 
added. “Our collective efforts 
will be directed towards safe-
guarding our environment for 
future generations.”  

The meeting was attended 
by Senator Qurratulain Marri, 
Senator Taj Haider, Senator 
Syed Shibli Faraz, Senator 
Bushra Anjum Butt and Sen-
ator Shahzaib Durrani.

Meanwhile, Parliamentary 
leader of the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PMLN) in the 
Senate Senator Irfan Siddiqui 
was elected unopposed as the 
chairman of the Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

The election, held on 
Wednesday, saw support 
from government coalition, 
while the opposition PTI sen-
ators abstained from voting.  

Senator Irfan Siddiqui 
was nominated for the 
chairmanship by Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) par-
liamentary leader Senator 
Sherry Rehman and Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazal (JUIF) 

parliamentary leader Maulana 
Atta-ur-Rehman.  

The nomination was sec-
onded by PPP Senator Rana 
Mehmoodul Hasan and PMLN 
Senator Dr Afnanullah Khan. 
In a meeting attended by six 
members, including Sherry 
Rehman, Rana Mehmoodul 
Hasan, Rubina Qaimkhani, 
and Afnanullah Khan, the 
committee endorsed Irfan 
Siddiqui’s candidacy.  

PTI Senators Ali Zafar 
and Liaquat Khan Tarakai 
abstained from voting, who 
nevertheless expressed 
their support post-election. 
Ali Zafar commented: “If it 
weren’t for our ongoing polit-
ical issues, I would have per-
sonally nominated Senator 
Irfan Siddiqui for the chair-
manship. He is an excellent 
choice for this role.”  

Upon his election, Senator 
Irfan Siddiqui expressed grati-
tude to his colleagues for their 
confidence. 

He emphasised the 
critical role of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, stating: 
“In today’s complex world, 
our diplomatic efforts must 
evolve. This committee will 
serve as a strategic think tank, 
offering robust support to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.” 

PTI slams govt’s 
‘move to install 

firewall to 
control social 

media’
Condemns arrest  

of Imran Riaz
By out correspondent 

I S L A M A B A D :  P a k i s t a n 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) spokes-
person Wednesday denounced 
what it called the unconstitu-
tional, illegal and dictatorial 
move of the installation of 
so-called ‘firewall’ to usurp 
masses’ fundamental and con-
stitutional rights to freedom of 
expression and access to infor-
mation. 

He alleged the move was 
made by the mandate thieves 
and he vowed that his party 
would leave no stone unturned 
to foil any such unconstitu-
tional and illegal bans, espe-
cially on social media. Pakistan, 
he claimed, was currently under 
the control of the senseless trai-
tors to the Constitution and 
democracy, adding that public 
opinion could not be changed 
against the eternal enemies of 
Constitution and law and man-
date thieves through installing 
any firewall. 

He charged that the ene-
mies of the Constitution and 
democracy were making all out 
efforts to turn Pakistan into a 
pasture of an absolute dicta-
tor by depriving the country of 
basic democratic freedoms. PTI 
spokesperson asserted that the 
country needed political sta-
bility and the rule of law and 
economic development, these 
power usurpers were pouring 
billions of rupees into disgust-
ing practices like silencing 
the people and the media. He 
condemned the shameful act 
of spending billions of rupees 
to silence the people and the 
media, and added that the PTI 
would not let the public opinion 
be swayed by the enemies of 
the Constitution and democ-
racy who are hiding behind the 
firewall. Instead, they should 
restore the Constitution and 
return the public mandate. 

Meanwhile, he has strongly 
condemned the arrest of 
anchorperson Imran Riaz Khan 
and preventing him from per-
forming Haj, despite an explicit 
order from the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC), stating that the 
government crossed all bounds 
of oppression and fascism in 
the country. 

PTI spokesperson said 
that the ‘criminal’ government, 
bereft of sense of morals, val-
ues, Constitution, and law, has 
unleashed a reign of terror on 
the country, demanding Imran 
Riaz’s immediate release.

Shehryar Afridi gets transit bail
By Amjad Safi 

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar 
High Court (PHC) on Wednes-
day granted transit bail to for-
mer federal minister Shehryar 
Afridi till July 8 and directed 
him to appear before the rele-
vant forums.  

Justice Shakil Ahmad 
h e a r d  t h e  p e t i t i o n .  
Muazzam Ahmad Butt Advo-
cate, the counsel for the peti-
tioner, told the bench that a 
case was registered against his 
client in Balochistan where he 
had gone to attend a seminar. 

He said that permis-
sion had been sought  
for holding the seminar and 
Section 144 was imposed in 
Balochistan at the time. 

He said that Shehr-

yar Afridi was a member  
of the National Assem-
bly and wanted to attend  
the budget session for which 
he was seeking transit bail. 

 After hearing the 
arguments ,  the  court  
granted him transit bail with 
the directives to appear before 
the relevant forums.   

Talking to reporters after 
the hearing, Sherhyar Afridi 
said that there was no rift in 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI). 
“There is no grouping in PTI. 

However, the party leaders 
can express their views on dif-
ferent issues independently,” 
he went on to add. 

About the institution of 
cases against the party lead-
ers, he said that they had not 
violated any rule of law. 

Safari helicopter 
service for tourists 

starts in Chitral 
Bureau report 

PESHAWAR: Arrangements 
for a helicopter safari ser-
vice for domestic and foreign 
tourists in Chitral have been 
completed and approval has 
been given for its launch 
ahead of the three-day Shan-
dur Polo Festival in Upper 
Chitral, which is set to start 
on June 28. 

In the light of the instruc-
tions of the Advisor to the 
Chief Minister for Tourism 
and Culture Zahid Chanzeb, 
Director General Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Culture and 
Tourism Authority (KPCTA) 
Barkatullah Marwat signed 
an MoU with Petronet Avia-
tion Authority during a cere-
mony at his office in Pesha-
war on Wednesday, said a 
handout. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
announcement of Zahid 
Chanzeb, the helicopter ser-
vice for tourists has been 
officially launched, which 
he had decided before the 
budget meeting. Before the 
announcement, he contacted 
Chief Minister Sardar Ali 
Amin Gandapur and took 
him into confidence while 
the chief minister appreci-
ated the initiative and assured 

his cooperation. At the MoU 
signing ceremony, Director 
General KPCTA Barkatul-
lah Marwat clarified that the 
helicopter service was being 
started for the convenience of 
tourists in view of the Shan-
dur Polo Festival. As per the 
agreement, tourists will bene-
fit from this service consider-
ably and tourism will flourish 
in Chitral. 

He said that four pack-
ages of the safari helicopter 
tourism service had been 
designed. The first package 
includes a flight and aerial 
tour over Chitral Airport, 
Kalash Valley and Lowari Tun-
nel. The package-II includes 
an aerial tour from Chitral 
Airport and trip to Tirich Mir 
Peak.  The third package will 
include a tour of Chitral Air-
port, Tirich Mir Peak, and the 
sprawling Qaqlasht Meadows, 
while package four includes a 
tour from Chitral Airport to 
Shandur Polo Festival. 

Earlier, Secretary Tourism 
Mohammad Bakhtiar Khan 
had also completed prelimi-
nary preparations on an emer-
gency basis during meetings 
and contacts with the Civil 
Aviation Authority and other 
authorities under the instruc-
tions of the tourism adviser.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb presenting the federal budget in the National Assembly, 
Wednesday. —INP


